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Julius W. Becton, Jr. 
President 
Prairie View A&M University 
January 1991 
Dear Parents, Alumni and Friends 
of Prairie View A&M University: 
As we begin a new year at Prairie View 
A&M University, I would like to review 
briefly the events of 1990. I believe this is 
especially useful in order to provide a 
balanced and accurate perspective about 
what our university is about. Despite some 
negative headlines, there was a great deal 
of good news as the university quietly went 
about its primary mission—providing an 
excellent education for our students. One 
of my purposes is to report the impressive 
accomplishments and activities of our stu­
dents, faculty, and staff in the past year. 
This marks my first year as president of the 
university where I received my bachelor's 
degree in mathematics in 1960. Louise and 
I are delighted to return to our alma 
mater—to give back a little to the univer­
sity that gave so much to us. While my 
appointment was made in November 1989 
and I officially took office in mid-Decem­
ber, my administration began in earnest in 
January, 1990. 
I met with the students, faculty, and staff, 
to explain my philosophy of management. 
Essentially, I asked for cooperation, good 
faith, loyalty, and old-fashioned hard work. 
In the year since, I would say that I am 
extremely pleased at the university's 
response. At that time, I also made a few 
pledges: to maintain academic standards, 
preserve the university's identity, institute 
an open door policy, and enforce discipline 
and fiscal integrity. These objectives have 
been accomplished, and the entire univer­
sity deserves credit. We have won accredi­
tation and national recognition; I instituted 
a monthly Presidential Forum for students, 
faculty and staff; and we received a clean 
bill of health from the state auditors. This 
year-end review will expand on these and 
other subjects. 
Faculty and Staff: 
Additions & Changes 
I was fortunate to take office as president 
after a distinguished line of predecessors. 
When Dr. Percy A. Pierre stepped down 
from the presidency in May 1989 to 
become the first holder of the Honeywell 
Endowed Professorship in Electrical 
Engineering, Vice President for Academic 
Affairs Dr. Milton R. Bryant became 
interim president. After exceptional 
service in that post, Dr. Bryant returned to 
his previous position as vice president. 
Other position changes during the year 
include these appointments: Dr. Barbara 
Ann Posey Jones as Dean of the College 
of Business; Marshall Brown, interim 
Dean of the College of Engineering and 
Architecture; Dr. Jewel L. Prestage as 
Interim Dean of the Benjamin Banneker 
Honors College; Harvey G. Dickerson as 
Director of Institutional Development and 
Assistant to the President; Nathaniel J. 
Johnson, Sr. as Executive Director for In­
formation Systems; Dr. Willie F. Trotty, 
associate dean of the College of Educa­
tion, as Director of Research and Spon­
sored Projects; PVAMU and Ohio State 
University alumnus Jeffery Armstrong as 
Sports Information Director; and Luther 
Booker as football consultant. 
We were sorry to lose Dr. Adele Dendy, 
who served the university as Director of 
Library Services during the transition 
from Banks Library to the John B. Cole­
man Library. Joyce M. Thornton is 
serving as Interim Director. 
Effective September 1, Dr. Pierre ac­
cepted the appointment as Vice President 
for Research and Graduate Studies at 
Michigan State University. During his 
tenure at Prairie View, the Benjamin 
Banneker Honors College was established, 
a $65 million construction program was 
planned and implemented, enrollment 
increased over 25 percent, and the endow­
ment increased 26 percent, among other 
advances. Dr. Pierre provided important 
leadership and vision during a critical 
period for the university, and he will be 
missed. I know that Michigan State is 
fortunate to have such a man on their team. 
Faculty and Staff Honors 
I am very proud of the accomplishments of 
our faculty, administrators and staff in the 
past year. Under this heading, I will 
mention that I was appointed by Secretary 
of Education Lauro F. Cavazos to the Fund 
for Post-Secondary Education Board. I am 
also proud to have been selected to chair 
the New Select Group of the Senior Civil 
Emergency Planning Committee of NATO 
in Brussels, Belgium. Our report was 
submitted to the committee in October and 
will be considered by the NATO plenary 
session in May. I was also recently elected 
to the Commission on Colleges of the 
Southern Association of Colleges and 
Schools (SACS) The Commission serves 
as the recognized regional accrediting body 
for institutions of higher education award­
ing associate, bachelor's, master's and/or 
doctor's degrees. 
The faculty continues to pursue research in 
their individual fields in addition to provid­
ing outstanding instruction in the class­
room. Certainly, good research and good 
instruction go hand-in-hand. Highlights of 
faculty and staff research and other 
activities follow: 
Physics professor David E. Wagoner was 
invited to visit China as part of an interna­
tional delgation to exchange views of 
physics education; engineering professor 
Dr. Wayne D. Perry was appointed to the 
National Science Foundation's Advisory 
Committee for design and Manufacturing 
Systems; Associate Professor of Theater 
Arts C. Lee Turner was unanimously 
chosen College and University Educator of 
the Year 1990 in the area of educational 
theater by the Texas Educational Theater 
Association, Inc.—the first black in Texas 
to receive this award. This year, Turner 
directed the Charles Gilpin Players to 
many outstanding performances and com­
petitions, winning several awards at the 
East Texas American College Theater 
Festival; Soil Scientist Eugene Brams 
created a sculpture which he donated to 
the Cooperative Agricultural Research 
Center, where it is on view; Dr. Howard J. 
Jones, associate professor of social and 
political science, was coordinator of the 
Southern Conference on Afro-American 
Studies in Memphis, Tenn.; Dr. Clyde 
McDaniel was elected to the Board of Di­
rectors of Pacifica Radio Station, KPFT in 
Houston ... McDaniel also served on the 
Educational Task Force of the newly 
formed National Association of Black Or­
ganizations ... McDaniel also appeared 
with members of his graduate criminology 
class on a Channel 8 TV special on the 
Houston Police Department; Dean of the 
Graduate School Dr. Arthur C. Washing­
ton was invited to visit China as part of an 
international delegation to exchange views 
on biotechnology disciplines ... Washing­
ton has also contributed questions to the 
Educational Testing Service for the Bio­
chemistry, Cell and Molecular Biology 
Test in the Graduate Record Exam ... 
Washington was invited to review propos­
als submitted to the National Science 
Foundation's Instrumentation and Labora­
tory Improvement Program; Dr. Charles 
T. Edwards, Jr., associate dean of the 
College of Applied Sciences and Engi­
neering Technology and head of the 
Department of Industrial Education, was 
selected chairman of the National Associa­
tion of Industrial Technology Accredita­
tion Team that visited Mississippi Valley 
State University; Hoover Carden, adminis­
trator of the Cooperative Extension pro­
gram, was awarded the Meritorious 
Service Award from Epsilon Sigma Phi, a 
national organization of cooperative 
extension professionals; Hulen Davis, 
assistant professor of social and political 
science, received the annual 1990 Liberty 
Bell Award from the Waller County Bar 
Association and was honored by Sen. Kent 
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Caperton in a Texas Senate Proclama­
tion, in recognition of Davis' contribu­
tions to the understanding of and respect 
for the law, the courts, the U.S. 
Constitution, and the Bill of Rights; Dr. 
George Nelson, assistant professor in the 
Department of Management and Market­
ing and MBA coordinator for the College 
of Business, was named a Research 
Fellow of the Mosher Institute for 
Defense Studies at Texas A&M 
University; Lucille V. Pointer, manage­
ment and marketing instructor and 
assistant to the dean of the College of 
Business, was designated a Nissan 
Fellow for the 1990 Nissan-Historically 
Black Colleges and Universities Summer 
Institute; Associate Professor of History 
Dr. Purvis M. Carter was chairman of a 
session of the 68th Anniversary Interna­
tional Convention of Phi Alpha Theta 
International Honor Society in History 
and served as commentator on papers at 
the 83rd. Annual Meeting of the Organi­
zation of American Historians; Vice 
President for Academic Affairs Dr. 
Flossie M. Byrd received the Distin­
guished Service Award from the Ameri­
can Home Economics Association 
Foundation; Communications Professor 
Diana Fallis-Page was honored when 
"Houston Newspages," the paper she 
edits and co-owns, was chosen the 
number one black newspaper in America 
for general excellence and also won 2nd 
place in the special edition competition; 
Penny L. Williams, assistant professor of 
communications, won a teaching 
fellowship to attend the first annual semi­
nar at the Poynter Institute for Media 
Studies, where she won recognition for 
outstanding teaching in journalism; 
Political Science Professor Imari A. 
Obadele co-authored a study that found 
social studies texts used in the District of 
Columbia to be racist; Dr. William R. 
Brown, assistant professor of geography, 
presented a paper on a "Geographical 
Analysis of African-American Aliena­
tion" at the Association of American Ge­
ographers' Annual Meeting ... Brown 
also attended the U.S. Geological Sur­
vey—HBCU Summer Workshop; Dr. Sid 
H. Credle, chairman of the Department 
of Accounting and Information Systems, 
presented a paper on "The Market Reac­
tion to the Repeal of the Domestic Interna­
tional Sales Corporation" at the American 
Accounting Association conference; Dr. 
Clarissa G. Booker, associate professor of 
education, has been appointed to a three-
year term on the editorial board of "The 
Record," the publication of Kappa Delta 
Pi national education honors society; 
Interim Vice President for Development 
and University Relations Vicki Minor 
launched a new weekly radio program "A 
View from the Hill," airing on the campus 
station KPVU-FM, featuring interviews 
with faculty, staff, students, and guests; 
Dr. Jewel Prestage, interim dean of the 
Benjamin Banneker Honors College, was 
honored at a retirement banquet at South-
em University, where she taught for 33 
years, and as Homecoming Special Guest 
at the University of Iowa, where she 
received her Ph.D. at age 22—becoming 
the first black woman to receive a doctor­
ate in political science; Student Activities 
Director Frederick Roberts coached the 
successful PVAMU Campus Ail-Star 
Challenge team to victory and was 
selected as All-Star Team Coach for the 
Western Division competition; Communi­
cations Instructor Carol Means advised 
and accompanied the award-winning com­
munications students in the Robert 
Guillaume Script Writing Competition; 
Jimmie P. Poindexter, assistant professor 
of social work and sociology, was 
appointed to the Advisory Board of the 
Austin/Waller County Mental Health 
Clinic; Dr. Sarah B. Williams, head of the 
Department of Social Work and Sociol­
ogy, co-presented a paper on "The Status 
of Women in the Legal Profession" at the 
National Conference on Minority Bar 
Passage; Dr. M. Paul Mehta, dean of the 
College of Education, was appointed for a 
3-year term to the Board of Examiners of 
the National Council for Accreditation of 
Teacher Education ... Mehta was also 
nominated to the position of President-
Elect of the Texas Association of Colleges 
of Teacher Education; Marching Band 
Director George Edwards directed the 
band in numerous successful perform­
ances throughout the year; Dr. Bie-Ching 
Chen, assistant professor in the Depart­
ment of Accounting and Information 
Systems, presented a paper on computer-
related research at the national meeting of 
the Management Sciences/Operations Re­
search Society; also from the same depart­
ment, Assistant Professor Dr. Rathindra 
Sarathy published an article in the Com­
puter Simulation Journal and also pre­
sented a paper on relational databases at 
the Annual Meeting of the Decision 
Sciences Institute; Linda Williams-Willis, 
assistant administrator of Home Econom­
ics with the Cooperative Extension 
Program, was awarded the Epsilon Sigma 
Phi Honorary Extension Fraternity "Early 
Career Service Award," presented to indi­
viduals who have excelled professionally 
and made significant career contributions 
with less than 10 years of extension 
experience; A. D. James, Jr., director of 
Student Financial Aid, has been selected 
by the National Association for Equal 
Opportunity in Higher Education 
(NAFEO) as one of the 100 or more 
Distinguished Alumni of historically black 
colleges and universities. (James gradu­
ated from Langston University.) Honorees 
were nominated for making significant 
contributions to the American society; 
Student Honors and Activities 
We are very proud of our students at 
Prairie View A&M University. Their ac­
complishments in and out of the classroom 
are very impressive, and I am noting some 
of the highlights here: 
The 1990 edition of Who's Who Among 
Students in American Universities & 
Colleges includes the names of 82 students 
from Prairie View A&M University; 
Shannon Y. Martin, Darwin D. Williams 
and Worley A. Barker were awarded schol­
arships by the American Institute for 
Certified Public Accountants for the 1989-
1990 academic year; Duane C. Jubert 
won the Black Engineer of the Year 
Award for Student Leadership; Kimetris 
Baltrip was one of 12 students in Texas to 
win a scholarship from the Public Rela­
tions Foundation of Texas; the Beta Beta 
Biological Jlonor Society was awarded an 
3 
Outstanding Chapter status for the 1988-
89 academic year—one of six outstand­
ing chapters in the country; Jolie McKeel 
won the Miss Prairie View A&M 
University Scholarship Pageant... 
McKeel also was named 3rd Runner-Up 
in the Miss Black College Hall of Fame 
Pageant; the Forensic Team won the First 
Place Sweepstakes Trophy in overall 
team points, as well as nine other tophies 
and four finalist medals, at the Barbara 
Jordan Intercollegiate Forensic 
Tournament; Mary Huggins was selected 
by the Texas Society of CPAs to win the 
1989-90 Accounting Excellence Award; 
Ron Ragston of the Forensic Team took 
11th place in the nation in poetry inter­
pretation at the American Forensic Asso­
ciation tournament, and eight members of 
the team qualified to compete at the 
National Forensic Association Champi­
onship; Charles Gilpin Players Nanette 
Smith, Monique Ridge, Tyrone Dargins, 
Marcus Turner, Eric Cooper, and Donis 
Leonard received scholarships to attend 
the California Institute of the Arts' gradu­
ate theater program; the Charles Gilpin 
Players won a Special Award for 
Comedy and Theater Excellence and 
Brent Conley and Theresa Manuel won 
the Irene Ryan Acting Award for their 
production "A Musical Revue of The 
Cotton Club Era" at the East Texas 
American College Theater Festival; 
communications students Melanie Lacy, 
Kimberly Tyrance, Jerald Smith, Bryan 
Cutaia, Omar Harris, Paula Moore, 
Michael Scott, Robert Thomas, and 
Patrick Gaines won the silver in the 1990 
Public Relations Society of America 
Excalibur Awards for their public service 
announcement on AIDS; Francine 
Frazier and Alain Lee took first and 
second place, respectively, in mathemat­
ics competition at the 1990 joint conven­
tion of the Beta Kappa Chi National 
Honor Society, the National Institute of 
Science, and the Brookhaven Summer In­
stitute ... Lee also won first place and 
Chuck Perry took second for their 
research papers at the 8th Annual Re­
search Association of Minority Profes­
sors meeting; PVAMU's Campus All-
Star Challenge Team won $10,000 after 
defeating Savannah State University and 
Howard University—team members were 
Gregory Jackson, Miles Brooks—team 
captain and selected to join the Western 
Division All-Star Team, Twala Freeman, 
Joseph Hunt, and Marvin Young—who 
was later featured in an American Honda 
magazine ad focusing on his pursuit of 
medical studies at Wake Forest University 
last fall... Brooks also won First Place 
competing in the 125.5 pound class of the 
Tennessee Sports Fest Wrestling Tourna­
ment; the Women's Track Team won their 
9th consecutive National Association for 
Intercollegiate Athletics (NAIA) National 
Championship, under the direction of 
Coach Barbara Jacket', Mary Ann Palmer 
was crowned the 1990 Miss Collegiate 
African-American ... Palmer also 
recorded a country music album "Lookin' 
At Me" ... and Palmer was selected as a 
Star Search contestant; Dannette 
La'Verne Willis was selected as a NASA/ 
Texas Space Grant Consortium Fellow for 
the 1990-91 academic year; CheriLynn 
LaBlanche and Wendy L. Mahone were 
selected to participate in the 1990 Honors 
Pre-Medical Academy at Baylor College 
of Medicine at Rice University last sum­
mer; Jacquelynn Guillory was selected to 
participate in the 1990 Summer Medical 
and Research Training Program in the 
Graduate School at Houston's Baylor 
College of Medicine; Rod Goode and 
Darren Dunn won First Place and Sherita 
Maddox won Second Place in the Robert 
Guillaume Script Writing Competition; 
Robert D. Jordan participated in the Na­
tional Geography Institute for Talented 
Minority Undergraduate Students at 
Hunter College; Ann Johnson exhibited 
her art in a one-woman show at the John 
B. Coleman Library Gallery; the March­
ing Band performed to an enthusiastic 
crowd at the North Forest ISD's Band 
Extravaganza; Phi Beta Lambda business 
organization helped sponsor the 1990 
Annual Thanksgiving Dinner at the Waller 
County Courthouse in Hempstead for the 
needy in the community; the faculty and 
students in the Division of Social and 
Political Science helped a needy family in 
the Prairie view area by giving a gift 
certificate worth $550 in groceries at 
Price-Lo Grocery Store in Waller. 
Alumni Honors and Activities 
President George Bush nominated and the 
Senate confirmed Maj. Gen. Marvin D. 
Brailsford for appointment to the rank of 
Lieutenant General (3 stars)—the third 
PVAMU alumnus and the eighth black 
officer in the Army's history to attain that 
rank; Lois Jean Moore (nursing Class of 
1957) was named the 1990 Distinguished 
Professional Woman by the Committee on 
the Status of Women at The University of 
Texas Health Science Center at Houston; 
James Walker (Classes of '81 and '83), 
product development manager for Net­
work Solutions, Inc., gave a computer 
seminar at PVAMU; Richard D. Reid 
(Class of 1990), computer analyst at 
Dupont, visited the campus recruiting 
chemical engineering majors for coopera­
tive education positions at Dupont; 
Clemon H. Wesley, Jr. (Class of 1957) was 
honored when his company TEXCOM, 
Inc. was named by Inc. magazine to the 
1990 Inc. 500 list of America's fastest-
growing private companies—TEXCOM 
ranked 108 ... Wesley was also selected 
as the Black Engineer of the Year in the 
Entrepreneur category; Cmdr. Osie V. 
Combs, Jr. (Class of 1971), of the Naval 
Sea Systems Command, was selected 
Black Engineer of the Year in the Profes­
sional Achievement category; the Los 
Angeles Chapter of the Prairie View A&M 
University Alumni Association held their 
biennial scholarship concert, featuring 
alumna Clora Bryant on the trumpet, to 
raise funds for four scholarships for 
students to attend PVAMU. 
Accreditation 
Prairie View A&M University faculty, 
staff and administrators are to be congratu­
lated for the hard work that went into the 
successful reaccreditation of the university 
by the Southern Association of colleges 
and Schools (SACS). After almost two 
years of involvement by all segments of 
the university, and headed by Dr. Willie 
Trotty, a Self-Study Report was written 
and presented to the SACS. An accredita­
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tion team visited our campus in the 
spring and voted in December to grant 
reaccreditation to the university for the 
usual ten-year period. 
Other important evidence that the uni­
versity is maintaining its academic stan­
dards is the College of Nursing's full 
eight-year accreditation from the Na­
tional League for Nursing. For over 70 
years, the College of Nursing has 
provided excellent nursing graduates, 
and the college continues its great 
tradition. 
We are also proud of the Computer En­
gineering Technology and Electrical En­
gineering Technology programs (imple­
mented in 1983 and 1984, respectively) 
for receiving accreditation from the Ac­
creditation Board for Engineering and 
Technology—who accredit all U.S. 
engineering and technology programs. 
Consortia and Collaborations 
In the last few years, Prairie View A&M 
University has joined numerous consor­
tia and alliances, linking universities and 
sometimes government agencies in 
mutually productive alliances. In 1990, 
we became a member of the Hazardous 
Materials and Waste Consortium, with 
14 other universities, to develop major 
research and educational programs in 
environmental technology fields. We 
are also a part of the Science and Engi­
neering Alliance, with Jackson State 
University, Alabama A&M University 
and Southern University and A&M 
College. The purpose of this group is to 
assure an adequate supply of top-quality 
minority scientists in the next century 
while meeting the research and develop­
ment needs of the public and private 
sectors. 
The University Consortium for Research 
and Development links PVAMU with 
Purdue University in a U.S. Department 
of Education-sponsored partnerships 
which will seek government support to 
finance such activities as faculty and 
graduate student exchanges and fellow-
ships. We also developed a collaboration 
with the University of Texas Health 
Science Center (UTHSC) to include 
summer student employment at UTHSC in 
administrative, professional or research 
tracks, seminar programs, joint research, 
development of outreach clinics, and early 
admission to UTHSC professional and 
graduate programs. 
Athletics 
Far too many headlines this year con­
cerned the problems instead of the 
successes of our Athletics Program. We 
all have reason to be proud of Barbara 
Jacket, who was named the Head Coach 
for the U.S. Women's Olympic Track 
Team. We are also proud of Coach 
Jacket's Women's PVAMU Track Team, 
who won their 9th consecutive NAIA 
National Championship last spring. There 
is also our Women's Volleyball Team, 
who won 2nd Place in the Southwest 
Athletic Conference (SWAC) Champion­
ship competition, and their coach Jocelyn 
Adams was named All Southwest Athletic 
Conference Coach of The Year. 
Last May, I made a decision to reduce the 
Athletic Program to men's and women's 
track and field. Not surprisingly, this 
decision caused an firestorm of reaction. 
The reason for the decision was entirely 
economic: the Athletic Program had 
accumulated a significant deficit over a 
five-year period-at the expense of 
auxiliary services, whose funds were being 
used to bail out athletics. We faced 
serious maintenance needs for our 
residence halls to meet fire and safety 
regulations and a decent quality of life for 
our students. I said that sports would be 
reinstated when enough funds could be 
generated from private sources-princi-
pally alumni—for operation at the current 
level. By late July, those private sources 
did give enough to reinstate all but 
football. In the fall, we retained Luther 
Booker as a football consultant to help us 
get the program back on track. We expect 
to make a positive announcement about 
football by the spring of 1991. 
Of course, many colleges have athletic 
programs in the red, but those schools 
either have strong enough alumni support 
or they get out of sports. The issue is not 
whether sports are worthwhile but whether 
the sports fans are willing to pay-because 
the state cannot fund sports or other auxil­
iary activities and services. 
Prairie View A&M University Cluster 
The PVAMU Cluster is an organization of 
58 corporations and government agencies 
which are joined in support of the univer­
sity. It is a two-way partnership: their 
support-through grants, student intern­
ships and faculty development-pays off in 
a better educated graduate they will want 
to hire. In the past year, I have met with 
cluster members in Austin, Dallas, and 
Detroit—spreading the word about the 
many exciting things going on at the 
university. If your company is not a 
cluster member, I encourage you to join by 
calling 409/857-4091. 
The Annual Fund: 
Partners in Progress-Campaign '90-'91 
The Annual Fund Campaign is worthy of 
your support for one critical reason: the 
university depends on outside sources of 
income for over 50% of our operating 
budget, with the state paying the rest. 
Some of the outside sources are corporate, 
foundation and government grants, yet 
individual gifts are essential. 
Your gift can help us fund these important 
needs: library acquisitions, program 
development (such as support for the 
Johnson-Phillip All Faiths Chapel), faculty 
development (including research support), 
and student development (including 
student activities, the Forensic Team, the 
Marching Band, the Gilpin Players, 
recruitment, and scholarships). 
Our Annual Fund theme "Partners in 
Progress: Campaign '90-'91" sums up 
what we want to accomplish-to bring 
together alumni, the university community, 
the local community, other friends, and 
corporate allies-as partners in support of 
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Prairie View A&M University. It is vital 
that you participate. 
We recommend the following donor 
levels: President's Club ($1,000 & up); 
Panther Club—Platinum ($750-$999), Gold 
($250-$749), Silver ($100-$249); and 
Purple & Gold Supporter (below $100). 
We will accept checks (payable to Prairie 
View A&M University) or credit card. 
Mail your contribution to the Office of De­
velopment, P.O. Box 2670, Prairie View, 
Texas 77446-2670. 
Gifts and Grants 
A comprehensive donors' report as well as 
a separate annual report for the last fiscal 
year will be published later in the year. 
However, in this forum I would like to 
identify a few outstanding gifts the 
university received in 1990: 
The National Action Council for Minori­
ties in Engineering (NACME) gave the 
university the second installment of a total 
$80,650 grant in addition to a $112,500 
grant for scholarships in engineering; the 
Coca-Cola Foundation gave the second in­
stallment of a $50,000 grant for the 
Benjamin Banneker Honors College 
Scholarship Fund; United Ministers of 
Texas donated $19,020 to the Ministers' 
Scholarship Fund; the Cullen Foundation 
gave $100,000 to help match the second 
installment of a National Endowment for 
the Humanities grant for library develop­
ment in humanities; the National Alumni 
Association gave $30,000, a second install­
ment, for a Teacher Education Scholarship 
Endowment Fund—the total will be 
$100,000 when matched; the Lockheed 
Corporation gave the university the first 
installment of a three-year, $150,000 grant 
for enhancement of advanced manufactur­
ing technologies programs in the College 
of Engineering and Architecture; the U.S. 
Department of Education gave a $165,853 
grant for a drug prevention program; the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture gave 
$177,162 under the 1890 Institution 
Teaching and Research Capacity Building 
Grants program to promote agricultural 
research aimed at enhancing the protein 
content of certain food crops through 
biotechnology (with Dr. Godson Osuji 
as principal investigator); Exxon 
Company, U.SA. awarded PVAMU a 
grant of $12,000 to enhance the chemi­
cal, civil, electrical and mechanical en­
gineering departments; the Monsanto 
Chemical Company gave a $100,000 
| grant for computer laboratory facilities 
j in the Department of Chemical Engi-
| neering,, and $50,000 for engineering 
' development; $7,000 for engineering 
and architecture scholarships; theMZ-
I liam Stamps Farish Fund gave $ 10,'000 
to support the Johnson-Phillip All 
Faiths Chapel; the Clayton Fund of 
Houston gave $60,000 to the Depart­
ment of Agriculture for scholarships; 
Exxon awarded $12,000 to the Chemi­
cal, Electrical, and Mechanical Engi-
| neering Departments and $12,000 for 
engineering development; Du Pont gave 
$18,000 to College of Engineering and 
Archirecture development; $21,922 
from General Motors Corporation for 
Engineering and Architecture scholar-
! ships; Gustafson, Inc., gave $10,000 to 
Cooperative Agricultural Research 
| Center development; General Dynamics 
gave a computer valued at $ 125,950 to 
| the Department of Information Systems; 
General Motors Corp. gave $20,000 to 
engineering and architecture scholar­
ships and development; Rollin M. 
Gerstacker gave a $ 15,000 unrestricted 
grant; Samuel Metiers gave $10,000 for 
the Samuel Metters Scholarship Fund; 
Allied Signal Foundation gave an 
unrestricted grant of $10,000 to the 
| College of Engineering and Architec­
ture and $15,000 to the Allied-Signal 
Scholarship Fund; the Lillian II. and C. 
'i W. Duncan Foundation gave $12,500 to 
help match the NEH Library Endow­
ment; the Ford Foundation gave 
$20,000 for the Cooperative Extension 
Program development; the Ford Motor 
Company gave $9,000 for engineering 
scholarships and $9,000 for the Ford 
Scholarship Fund; the Prairie View 
A&M University National Alumni 
Association gave $30,000 for the 
Teacher Education Endowment, 
$11,700 for scholarships, and $10,000 
for Department of Athletics development; 
the American Honda Motor Co. gave 
$10,000 for Student Activities develop­
ment; the General Electric Foundation 
gave $25,000 for engineering and architec­
ture development; the Welch Foundation 
gave $25,000 for Chemistry Department 
development; Harris Masterson gave 
$10,000 to help match the NEH Challenge 
Grant for library acquistions; the Houston 
Endowment, Inc. gave a $75,000 unre­
stricted grant and a grant of $34,500 for 
scholarships; AT&T Foundation gave 
$50,000 for an Engineering Faculty 
Endowment; 
Career Festivals and Related 
Activities 
The university devotes a great deal of 
attention to the placement of its students in 
internship and co-op positions as well as 
permanent employment positions after 
graduation. The Office of Counseling and 
Career Development sponsors six annual 
career festivals throughout the year. There 
is a campuswide Career Festival in 
September and a Business Career Forum in 
January. Notes on some of the others 
follow: 
There were over 40 exhibitors and re­
cruiters at the Government Career Day. 
Representatives from 120 Texas school 
districts and 15 out-of-state districts 
attended the 10th Annual Education Job 
Fair. There were 143 students who 
participated in the event, which was co-
sponsored by the College of Education. 
The College of Applied Sciences and Engi­
neering Technology's Third Annual 
Career Day was also held last spring. The 
event was attended by 44 companies who 
sent 74 representatives. The day included 
a tour of laboratories, company displays, a 
presentation of Contel of Texas, and a 
panel discussion of "What Companies are 
Looking for in Hiring and Promoting An 
Employee." The Texas Food and Agricul­
tural Council Career Day featured ten 
U.S. Department of Agriculture agencies. 
In addition to the usual career festivals, 
The Black Collegian magazine sponsored 
another titled "Going Places"-featuring a 
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career planning expo, panel discussion, 
and career fashion show. 
This fall, members of the biology faculty 
and students visited the University of 
Texas Medical Branch of the School of Al­
lied Health Sciences in Galveston and the 
MD. Anderson Cancer Center to explore 
career opportunities for our biology 
students. 
Visitors' Wisdom 
We have a continual flow of visitors to 
campus, giving seminars, lectures, convo­
cation and commencement addresses. 
Here are a few notable comments: 
Our 36th Annual Honors Convocation, 
Constance Berry Newman, director of the 
U.S. Office of Personnel Management, 
discussed the opportunities in civil service 
j careers. She also noted this leadership 
quality: "People who make a difference 
I question why we've done things a certain 
! way—they think outside of boxes." 
j U.S. Congressman Greg Laughlin said to 
| graduates at the May Commencement: 
"Always remember to achieve success that 
| is not measured by monetary value but by 
j your increasing self-worth." 
I Beverly Watts-Davis, member of the Texas 
Task Force on State and Local Drug 
Control, spoke to a meeting of educators, 
mayors, police officers, and community 
leaders from the tri-county area and 
beyond. Among many important points, 
j she said social service agencies should 
have a unified approach to deal with 
j people more holistically. 
Dr. Donald Hill, director of the Mickey 
| Leland Center on World Hunger and 
i Peace, spoke to a campus gathering 
recognizing World Food Day. He said the 
hunger problem is not a lack of food but 
the social, economic, cultural and political 
I issues dividing states. 
Gen. Colin L. Powell, chairman of the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff, Department of De­
fense, told the Fall Convocation audience, 
"Prairie View has a vital role to play in 
preparing Americans, particularly African-
Americans, to face the challenges of the 
new world." He praised the university for 
producing outstanding alumni, including 
more black three-star general officers than 
any other school in America. We pre­
sented my good friend Gen. Powell with 
an honorary Doctor of Law degree—the 
second presented in the university's 
history. 
The 1890 Centennial Celebration 
I joined many members of the faculty and 
staff and government officials in Washing­
ton, D.C. last April at the 1890 Centennial 
Celebration of black land grant colleges 
and universities. The National Museum of 
American History featured an exhibit on 
these colleges, chronicling a century of 
education and service provided by the 
1890 institutions. The land grant college 
has been described as "the single most 
revolutionary innovation in American 
higher education," offering higher educa­
tion to the common man {Wall Street 
Journal, March 21,1987). Prairie View 
A&M University will always be commit­
ted to the education of its students and to 
its mission of service to the community. 
Summer Programs 
Each summer the university sponsors Pre-
College Enrichment Institute Workshops 
in business, math, computer science, 
science, the professions, and engineering. 
Also, the Cooperative Extension Program 
sponsored its 8th Annual Career Aware­
ness and Youth Leadership Laboratory 
for youth ages 14-19 climaxed by an ap­
pearance of Miss America, Debbye 
Turner. The extension program also 
sponsored a "Teen Symposium for A 
Healthy Lifestyle", with information about 
AIDS prevention and physical fitness for 
youth ages 13-19 from Harris and sur­
rounding counties. Speakers included 
NFL player Dexter Manley and family 
health practitioner Dr. Edith Irby Jones. 
The Cooperative Agricultural Research 
Center's High School Research Appren­
ticeship Program is intended to develop a 
better understanding of research and other 
professional careers in the food and 
agricultural sciences for high school 
students. Eight students attended last sum­
mer, and several went on to enroll at the 
university last fall. 
Enrollment and Recruitment 
As you may have heard, our fall enroll­
ment was 4,990 students—representing a 
drop of 822 students from the previous 
fall. Some possible reasons: the 5% limit 
on out-of-state tuition waivers, aggressive 
competition with major Texas universities 
for minority students, implementation of 
the TASP test, Drew Residence Hall's 
temporary closure until mid-term due to 
asbestos abatement, students not paying 
fees were not admitted, and my decision to 
reduce the athletic program until it can 
operate on a sound fiscal basis. We are 
concerned about the enrollment decrease, 
and we have been stepping up our recruit­
ment efforts for the spring semester. We 
are confident that the excellent academic 
and extra-curricular programs at the uni­
versity, the nurturing environment we 
offer, and our track record for producing 
and placing highly trained graduates will 
bring our enrollment back to a normal 
level. 
The Inauguration 
Finally, I would like to express my warm 
thanks to the university community, 
alumni, parents, friends, and colleagues 
for making the Inauguration and Inaugu­
ral/Homecoming Week activities so 
memorable. The occasion was, of course, 
an official one—installing me as the fifth 
president of the university. However, the 
occasion was also an emotional and 
unifying one for the university commu­
nity. The inaugural theme sums this up 
well: "Linking Visions ... Shaping The 
Future." We are, in fact, more united in 
purpose than in recent memory as we 
proceed to shape the future of the univer­
sity and the students. 
Prairie View A&M University will 
continue to be an important part of the 
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destiny of our community, Texas, the 
United States, and the world. 
^Sincerely, 
rrv 
Julii/s W. Becton, Jr. 
